
Raylene Carroll, President 770-830-7298 
raylenecarroll@me.com 

GCC, P.O. Box 973  
Villa Rica, GA 30180 

President’s Corner 

Happy Fall Cruisers!  This year is quickly 

slipping away.  We have many exciting events 

coming up in the next two months.  First, at our 

next meeting we will be nominating 2022 

officers, and then we have our Super Cruise-in 

on October 16th.  It’s also that time of year 

again to renew our membership dues. Dues 

are $36 and must be paid by November 1st to 

vote for the new officers.  I would like to 

encourage all members to come to the meeting 

and get involved in volunteering to help with the 

cruise in and choosing your new officers. 

The October Meeting will be held at the Olive 

Tree on October 5th.  Dinner is at 6:00 pm and 

the meeting will begin at 7:00 pm.  Hope to see 

everyone there. 

Raylene Carroll 

Vice President 

Hello Cruisers, 

Sadly, we didn’t complete our September cruise-

in.   It was a disaster due to the weather. Due to 

rain, we called it off at the last minute.  Believe it 

or not we did have two vehicles show up.  I 

apologized and rewarded one with a cake that 

was designated for the cake walk.  Our Super 

Cruise-in is scheduled for Saturday October 

16th.  It will start at 10:00 AM and ends at 2:00 

PM.  We are trying this instead of our normal car 

show that would normally be held in October.      

We are trying this due to the difficulties of 

putting on an awesome car show.  Finding 

judges is almost impossible now.  Once we have 

completed this first one, we will then evaluate as 

a club how we will proceed in the future.  We 

need as many members at the Super Cruise-in as 

possible to make it a success.  Please show up at 

8:00 AM if you wish to help.  Bring your 

car/truck to our October 16th Super Cruise-in, 

have fun working the cruise-in, and show off 

your car/truck, or just bring yourself.  We 

encourage everyone to enjoy themselves at the 

cruise-in, work to make the cruise-in enjoyable, 

enjoy the cars/trucks/motorcycles, be 

gracious/helpful to the cruisers/attendees, and 

proudly wear your Golden City gear or name tag 

which will identify you as a Golden City 

member.  We encourage the Golden City Cruiser 

members to be passionate about participating in 

the car/truck hobby. 

There are many ways to enjoy the muscle car 

hobby and it is a great hobby.  Karen and I love 

muscle cars and trucks especially Corvettes.  We 

love the activities around the hobby and love 

participating.  It is a big part of our lives.  But as 

a hobby it has its problems.  We have found over 

the years one enemy of the hobby is rain.  This 

year we have had to cancel two Golden City 

cruise-ins due to rain.  Karen and I have also 

missed several car shows/cruise-ins due to the 

weather.  It is just part of the hobby that we deal 

with.  Another reason we miss car show and 

other car activities is grandkids.  Ours are both 
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active in sports and are great at their sports.  

Therefore, we are at their events supporting them 

instead of being at a car show or cruise-in or car 

club meeting.  This happens over and over again 

with the grandkids, but we would not change 

anything.  Even today we had to miss a car show 

due to Parker running in a massive cross-country 

meet out of town.  As much as we love the 

activities surrounding the car/truck hobby, the 

grandkids come first.  The muscle car/truck 

hobby is still worth pursuing.  Do like we do, 

work around the rain and the grandkids’ 

activities.  Have fun with the activities 

surrounding the hobby as much as you can. 

Our cruise-ins are the best recruiting tool for new 

members so don’t be shy when telling attendees 

what a great car club we have and what we do 

for the Villa Rica community/charities.  Let 

people know who and what we are as an 

organization.  Also care about each other.  Let us 

know when someone is sick or having 

difficulties so we can reach out to them or at 

least we can pray for them.  Also please provide 

input as to how you wish the club to run and 

what activities you wish us to provide.   

Remember this is your club.  We, the 

leadership, are here to carry out your wishes, not 

to dictate the club’s direction/activities.  This is 

why we need your input to accomplish the 

wishes of the membership.  Our next meeting is 

Tuesday October 5.  Hope to see everyone 

there.   

Darrell Smith 

Sponsorship Report 

It’s a busy month for sponsor renewals!  We 

could not do what we do without these folks.  

Please remember to tell them why you use their 

services, and how much we appreciate them.  It 

surely makes the renewal process a lot easier! 

Sponsors due in October: 

Hart Chrome, 10/1  Rick Horne 

Agan Services, 10/15  Nick Ware 

West Ga. Shopper, 10/15 Billy Glover 

Danny Davis Truck., 10/15  Danny Davis 

Mayfield Body Shop  Danny Davis 

West Ga. Truck Acc.,10/15 Danny Davis 

DKS Roofing, 10/18  Danny Davis 

McCord Heat and A/C  Danny Davis 

Don Edwards  

Secretarial Report 

The minutes of our September meeting are 

attached.  If you have any questions or need any 

additional details, please let me know.    

Lynn Ware 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s report for September is attached 

to this newsletter.  Please let me know if you 

have any questions.  See you soon!   

Don Reed 

Our Next Meeting  

Our October 2021 meeting 

will be held on Tuesday, 

October 5th, at the Olive Tree 

in Villa Rica.  If you plan on 

eating, please be there around 6pm.  Our meeting 

will begin at 7pm.   

 

 

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday to:  

Virginia Busby   10/19 

Victor Carroll    10/2 

George Engert    10/7 

Charles Norris    10/5 

Paul Sanford    10/8 

Mary Thornton   10/28 

Megan Wilds    10/4 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Rick & Liz Horne   10/29 

 



Area Car Events: 

Car Shows: 

Oct 2, Rockmart - 24th Annual Kiwanis Club 

Homespun Festival Children’s Charity Car Show 

at the Silver Comet Trailhead, 10-2 pm. Info: 

931-510-1280 

Oct 3, Bremen -13th Annual Mustang & Ford 

Show at Pioneer Ford, 150 US Hwy. 27N 

bypass, 9-3 pm. Info: 770-537-3673 

Oct 16, Villa Rica - 3rd Saturday, Villa Rica – 

Golden City Cruisers Downtown Super 

Cruise-In,  Event is 10am to 2pm. Info: 770-

315-4805 (rain date is Oct. 17th) 

 

Cruise Ins: 

1st,3rd,5th Friday, Powder Springs – Zaxby’s, 

4410 Brownsville Rd. Info: 770-943-2634 

3rd Saturday, Villa Rica – Golden City 

Cruisers Downtown Super Cruise-In,  event is 

10am to 2pm. Info: 770-315-4805 (rain date is 

Sunday, Oct 17th) 

4th Saturday, Dallas - New Courthouse, 240 

Constitution Blvd.  Info: 404-401-5653 

Compiled by Yvonne Davis 

(For further details on these shows and more, refer to 

“Ragtops and Runningboards”, or refer to websites like 

http://southeastwheelsevents.com/  

 

Smile! (thanks to Rob Kusterer) 
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When is an Oil Pressure Gauge Not a Gauge? 

People often ask me, “Where do you get your ideas for the Sparkplug Newsletter?”   This one came from 

listening to a podcast of car mechanics talking about the proper oil pressure in today’s cars.  I, like many 

of you, grew up with add-on oil pressure gauges hanging under the dash of my cars, and I knew a thing 

or two about the proper pressure.  I was never a fan of idiot lights, and I was ecstatic when auto makers 

started putting full gauges on cars and trucks many years ago.  Yes, some of them just say L-H, but at 

least they are a real gauge…or so I thought.   

Idiot lights are wired to a switch on the engine that monitors the engine 

oil pressure.  Under normal driving conditions, the switch is open, and 

the light is off.   When the oil pressure gets very low, 3-5 psi, the switch 

closes and turns on a red warning light on the dash.  Unfortunately, if 

that switch closes while you are cruising down the interstate, perhaps not 

paying attention to the red light on your dashboard, you are likely to be 

buying a new engine very soon.  3 psi probably means you have a 

massive oil leak (filter not screwed on tight, or the local Quick Lube 

forgot to replace the plug).  Unless you see that red light quickly, and pull over, your engine is toast.  If 

only you had seen the pressure getting low and had pulled over.  Idiot lights are made for people … well, 

hence the name.  They tell you when to kiss your wallet goodbye. (Remember, this is written by a car 

guy.) 

Real oil pressure gauges are wired to a variable 

resistance sending unit on the engine, allowing the 

gauge to show the actual pressure.  As the pressure 

changes, the resistance changes, and the gauge needle 

moves.  You may be able to read the pressure in psi, or 

you may just get an indication that it is low, medium, 

or high.  If you watch your gauge, you’ll see your 

pressure rises slowly as your engine is started.  If the 

engine is cold, it may approach the high range, 

especially if the engine is raced, or you immediately 

start driving at a higher speed.  As the engine warms, 

and you are driving, you should see the gauge in the 

center of its range.  You may notice that while your warm engine is idling, the gauge is in the low-

normal range.  If you have a pressure readout it may show 20-30 psi at a warm idle, 40-50 psi at warm 

moderate speeds, and cold pressures approaching 60 psi.  This is all normal.  But if you start noticing 

something different happening, check it out before it is a problem! 

So, what the big deal, Nick.  You should have known this all along.  Well, I did, but here is what I didn’t 

know.  In the late mid-90s, and apparently to this day, Ford took a different approach.  They used a 

gauge with a fixed resistance, and an idiot light switch on the engine.  If the engine starts, and has more 

that 5-6 psi, the switch closes and the gauge swings to the middle of its range…the “normal” range (the 

fixed resistor is calibrated to the mid-point).  If the engine oil pressure drops to 3-4 psi, the switch opens, 

and the gauge immediately swings to zero and lights a red “idiot light”.  There is no in between.  So, in 

effect, Ford uses an “idiot gauge”.  It can never read low or high until it is too late.  And people driving 

these cars & trucks think that have a full gauge.  Even after 300,000 miles they still have great oil 

pressure!  If you are driving a Ford and want to check this out, see if your oil pressure gauge ever reads 

anything other than mid-scale.  If, when you first start it, the needle jumps to the mid-point, and when 

you rev it up it stays at the mid-point, you probably have an “idiot gauge”.  After the car warms up and is 

The gauge on the left combines an idiot 
gauge with a real pressure gauge. 



slowly idling at a stoplight, if the gauge is still at mid-point, you can bet you have the infamous “idiot 

gauge”. 

Is this a bad thing?  Not necessarily.  Cars had idiot lights for many years, and if you quickly pull over 

and get a tow when they light up, they are fine.  Then cars transitioned over to full gauges (the 

Europeans always had full gauges as far as I know).  It just seems to me that Ford should have just stuck 

with a light if they wanted to cheap out.  

You understand, this article was written by a Chevy guy, so it is suspect, at best.  I will be honest; I 

cannot find definitive dates on what years this was done.  Many references say for the past 30 years.  Nor 

can I find exactly what cars or trucks are affected.  Most references say their Ranger, F150, Mustang, etc. 

have this set-up, since that is what most people talk about.  So, any corrections to the above would be 

welcomed.  Either way, I learned something, and maybe you did too!  Nick 

 

Nick’s Musings on Car Colors 

So, again here is another idea that I had for an article, and this one failed!  I learned some stuff, but not 

what I wanted to learn.  So here we go!  And, again, I hope I don’t offend anyone! 

 

Automotive colors have always been some of the prettiest pallets of colors available.  You could always 

go to Sherwin Williams and pick out pretty colors for your living 

room, but when the new cars/trucks came out, the colors were 

breathtaking!  Back when I was a 

youngster, we used to sneak behind 

the local dealerships in mid-

September to see what the new cars 

looked like, and what colors they 

were.  THAT was excitement!  

There were many colors, all various 

shades of the primary colors. At that 

time, they were all solid colors, that 

is to say, they had no sparkling 

additives, like metallic or pearl. But they could be wild, like Hugger 

Orange, Panther Pink, or Plum Crazy. They were colors you didn’t see 

anywhere else.   

 

Then the car companies stepped up the color selection a notch!  Metallic colors, made possible by the 

addition of aluminum flakes, were the first economically 

viable metallic paint.  (Previous metallics in the 1920s 

used copper and bronze flakes to make a luxurious, but 

expensive, color.)  A slight addition of fine aluminum 

flake made a stunning color, completely different than 

the solid color base.  I believe the first metallic color 

that really stood out to me was the 1962 GM Honduras 

Maroon.  I had a Corvair in that color and when it was 

waxed, it was stunning.  It stuck around for several years 

and was used across most of the GM line, including the 

Corvette.   

 



Several years later the pearl colors came along, manufactured with the addition of iridescent mica.  For 

the first time, white cars could be really stand out as different!  But it didn’t end there.  Pearls were 

followed by artistic variations using a solid base coat, a metallic or pearl mid-coat, and a clear topcoat.  

Other combinations include a topcoat that is tinted.  All these colors have a deep beauty that far surpasses 

your living room Sherwin Williams dull grey. 

 

The most popular colors all over the world are white, and black, followed by greys and silvers.  And 

today, many of those boring white or black vehicles of yesterday are white pearl or metallic black, and the 

greys have become beautiful shades of metallic grey.  There seems to be no limit of what can be done 

with paint colors today!  And here is where I hope not to insult anyone…so…WHY are we seeing so 

many cars today in solid colors like battleship grey, boring blue, Afghanistan tan, or military tank olive 

drab (isn’t THAT color appropriately 

named)?   I don’t know about you, 

but they scream out 1950s to me!  I 

expect them to be painted with a 

brush and a can from your local paint 

store, although they appear to be 

shinier than that.  

 

And here is where my research failed.  

I can find no economical or 

environmental reason for the newer 

solid colors.  That only leave two 

things.  The first is customer 

preference!  (Now that is hard for me 

to believe) or reason number two: 

. 

. 

  ….COVID (it’s blamed for 

everything else)   

 

NIck 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

Golden City Cruisers Agenda – October 5th, 2021 

 

 
I. Call to Order 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

III. Minutes of Last Meeting 

 

IV. Treasurers Report 

 

V. Sponsorship Report 

 

VI. Ailing Members Report 

 

VII. Unfinished Business 

a. Villa Rica Parade and Temple Parade 

b. Update from Rick Horne - Committee on Member Benefits 

c. Finalize Details for October Cruise In 

i. Cakes for Cake Walk 

ii. Gift Basket, Cups (Completed) 

iii. Darrell – 3 Signs 

iv. Danny – Vendor and Advertising (Completed) 

d. Christmas Dinner - Rob 

 

VIII. New Business 

a. Membership Dues due by November 1st 

b. Officer Nominations for 2022 

c. Questions or Comments 

 

IX. Adjournment and Social Time 

 
 

 

 

 

(PLEASE PRINT A COPY OF THIS AGENDA AND BRING IT TO THE MEETING) 



Golden City Cruisers Car Club 
Olive Tree Restaurant  

Villa Rica, Georgia 
 

September 7, 2021 
 
President, Raylene Carroll, called the meeting to order at 7:06. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ronny 
White. 
The minutes of last month’s meeting were approved as published in the newsletter. The Treasurer’s report 
was also approved as printed in the newsletter 
 
Sponsorship-Don Edwards reported that Danny Davis and Gene Duke have sponsorships due this month. It 
was noted that Hyde Hauling has gone out of business, but the owner’s other business will be contacted. 
Auto Zone of Carrollton was approved for continued sponsorship based on their in-kind donations to our 
door prizes. Rob Kusterer was thanked for securing 2Sew4U as a new sponsor.  
 
Ailing Members- Sandy Kopp has Covid-19 and her husband David is waiting testing results. 
 
Unfinished Business 
Lynn Ware passed around a note from Karen Vance thanking the club for the opportunity to play at the July 
cruise. It was noted she also contributed to our charities. 
The Member Benefit committee has not yet met. 
 
New Business 
Darrell Smith suggested we purchase several signs denoting our 20th anniversary as a club. These will be 
used around the October Super Cruise site. Darrell will be responsible for securing the signs. Everything 
seems to be ready for this special end of year cruise.  
Raylene Carroll, Darrell Smith and Don Edwards volunteered to bring cakes for our next cruise.  
 
Billy Glover will chair the nominating committee and will select members to serve with Rob Kusterer on 
this.  
The club agreed to participate in the Temple Founders Day activities on September 25 (parade at 4, cruise-
in to follow and fireworks at dark).  We have already agreed to participate in Villa Rica’s Gold Rush parade 
and provide cars for the city officials. 
 
Christmas party plans were discussed. Rob Kusterer will contact Uncorked on Main and report at our next 
meeting.  
 
The Hardship fund has $400. Billy Glover suggested we bring back the 50-50 raffles at meetings to get these 
funds back to $1,000.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Ware 

  



 

GOLDEN CITY CRUISERS  

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

SEPT 2021 

DATE  CHECK # TRANSACTION DESCRIPTION                 PAYMENT DEPOSIT  BALANCE 

  BALANCE   6264.11 

9/7/21   DEPOSIT  100.00 6364.11 

      

  TOTALS  100.00 6364.11 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

                                  
 
 
 
DATE 

             
 
 
 
TYPE 

 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 

 
 
 
CHARITY  
FUND 

 
 
 
GENERAL 
FUND 

 
 
 
 
DEBIT 

9/7/21 DEPOSIT SPONSOR SMITH  BROS.  100.00  

      

  TOTALS FOR MONTH  100.00  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

  TOTAL OPERATING FUND       6364.11                  

  LESS HARDSHIP FUND   400.00                          

  TOTAL CASH ON HAND   5964.11  



Through the generous donations of our sponsors, the Golden City Cruisers 

Car Club is able to continue our support of area charities.  Please use 

these Platinum Sponsors when you have a need! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.amybrown.biz
http://www.southwire.com
https://www.facebook.com/vrmainstreet/
http://leighshirley.com/
http://www.streetsideclassics.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Youngs-Bar-B-Q-1550468808500174/
http://www.scottevanschryslerdodgejeep.com/index.htm
https://www.aganservices.net/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Sweet-Taste-of-Summer-143411669062649/
http://www.mayfieldsbodyshop.com/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/trading-post-cafe/430548210713
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ivey-Car-Care/125135637540802
https://www.facebook.com/PhilBlairAgencyVR/
https://www.facebook.com/hart.chrome
https://www.facebook.com/mainattractionsaloncarrollton/
https://www.facebook.com/QualityCoatingSupply/
https://www.johnthornton.com/


Through the generous donations of our sponsors, the Golden City Cruisers 

Car Club is able to continue our support of area charities.  Please use 

these Gold Sponsors when you have a need! 

 

 

7/31/21 
 

 

 

Advance Auto Parts, Villa Rica American Pie, Carrollton 

Autozone, Carrollton Autozone, Villa Rica 

Carroll Food Mart, Villa Rica Carrollton Car Stereo, Carrollton 

Cecil Harris Insurance Agency, Carrollton Chat and Choo, Villa Rica 

J. Collins Funeral Home, Villa Rica Danny Davis Trucking, Villa Rica 

DKS Roofing Specialists, Douglasville Don Rich Ford, Villa Rica 

Great Classics 98.9, Carrollton Haney’s Drug Corner, Carrollton 

Hearn Monument, Carrollton Hyde Hauling, Dallas 

Jacky’s Landscaping Materials, C’ton Kopps Creative Carton Co., Villa Rica 

Lafitte Mop Company, Villa Rica Lake Carroll Lawn Equipment, Carrollton 

The Lazy Donkey, Carrollton Lewis Thomas Body Shop, C’ton 

Liberty Chevrolet, Villa Rica Los Cowboys, Villa Rica 

 McCord’s HVAC & Refrig., Villa Rica 

Morgan Oil Co. Carrollton My Financial Services, Villa Rica 

O’Reilly Auto Parts – Villa Rica The Olive Tree, Villa Rica 

Pro Tech Car Wash, Villa Rica Shot Spot, Carrollton 

Smith Brothers Supply, Carrollton Wal-Mart Super Store, Villa Rica 

West Georgia Truck Accessories, Carrollton West Georgia Shopper, Carrollton 

Wing Citi Café, Carrollton Wrightway BBQ and Wings, Bremen 

  

  

https://shop.advanceautoparts.com/web/StoreLocatorDetailView?stAddressId=9740&storeId=10151&langId=-1&catalogId=10051
https://www.facebook.com/apiepizzeriacarrollton/
http://locations.autozone.com/ga/carrollton/901-b-s-park-st.html
http://locations.autozone.com/ga/villa-rica/658-w-bankhead-hwy.html
http://www.yellowpages.com/villa-rica-ga/mip/carroll-food-mart-496594242
http://www.yellowpages.com/carrollton-ga/mip/carrollton-car-stereo-13200137
http://www.countryfinancial.com/cecil.harris
https://www.facebook.com/chatandchoo/
http://www.jcollinsfuneralhome.com/
http://atlanta.citysearch.com/profile/2962852/villa_rica_ga/danny_davis_trucking_inc.html
http://dksroofing.com/
http://www.donrichford.com/
http://www.gradickcommunications.com/
https://haneysdrugcorner.com/
http://www.hearnmonument.com/
https://www.quicktransportsolutions.com/truckingcompany/georgia/hyde-hauling-llc-usdot-1234493.php
https://www.yellowpages.com/villa-rica-ga/mip/jackys-landscaping-materials-535777959
mailto:dave7088@bellsouth.net
http://lafittemop.com/
https://www.lakecarrolllawnandequipment.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thelazydonkeyrestaurant/
https://local.yahoo.com/info-13639989-lewis-thomas-body-shop-carrollton
https://www.libertychevroletusa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Los-Cowboys-352317344803119/
http://www.mccordhvacinc.com/
http://www.yellowpages.com/carrollton-ga/mip/morgan-oil-company-10598811
http://www.myfinancialsvcs.com/
http://locations.oreillyauto.com/ga/villa-rica/513-west-bankhead-highway.html
http://www.theolivetreerestaurants.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pro-Tech-Car-Wash/120553641346803
https://www.shotspotllc.com/
https://www.smithbrotherssupply.com/
http://www.walmart.com/storeLocator/ca_storefinder_details_short.do?sfsearch_zip=30180&rx_dest=%2Findex.gsp&rx_title=com.wm.www.apps.storelocator.page.serviceLink.title.default&sfsearch_city=&edit_object_id=2732&sfsearch_single_line_address=&sfsearch_state=
https://www.facebook.com/WestGeorgiaTruckAccessories/?rf=1523867507911536
http://www.westgashopper.com/
http://wingsciticafe.com/
https://wrightwaybbq.com/

