
Raylene Carroll, President 770-830-7298 
raylenecarroll@me.com 

GCC, P.O. Box 973  
Villa Rica, GA 30180 

President’s Corner 

I hope everyone is doing well.  January has not 

been kind to our Golden City Cruiser group.  

Gail Turner’s sister Lynn Turner Ashley passed 

away on January 14th and member Paul Debick 

passed away on January 17th.  Several of the club 

members attended Paul’s outdoor graveside 

service.  It was touching to see Paul’s son Peter 

drive up in “Papa’s” Mustang.  We offer our 

deepest sympathies to both of these families. 

We would like to have everyone attend our 

meeting on February 2nd, if possible.  Please 

bring ideas for growing our club and returning us 

back to some sort of normal functionality.  I look 

forward to seeing you there.  

Raylene Carroll 
Vice President 

The big news is that we are cleared for cruise-ins 

at The Mill in Villa Rica starting in March! Yes! 

Darrell Smith 

Secretarial Report 

The minutes of our January meeting are attached.  

If you have any questions or need any additional 

details, please let me know.  

I am also pleased to report that we have received 

many of our members back for 2021, as shown 

in the treasurer’s report.  

Lynn Ware 

Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s report for January is attached to 

this newsletter.  Please let me know if you have 

any questions.  See you soon! 

Don Reed 

Sponsorship Report 

January is in the record books. Yeah! All of us 

are ready to get our cars out and socialize.   

I am trusting we can maintain our current 

sponsors thru this difficult time in our 

society.  No doubt we may lose a few but let it 

not be said we did not put forth the effort to 

retain them. 

I am anticipating a great year in spite of the 

issues at hand. Hope to see you at the meeting 

Tuesday.  

We have no sponsors due in February, so let’s 

get a jump on March with the following 

renewals!  Thank you for your good work. 

Hearn Monument, $100, Danny Davis 

Haney's Drug Corner, $100, Donald Threadgill 

Chat & Choo, $100, Danny Davis 

My Financial Services, $100, Paulette Swafford 

O'Reilly Auto Parts, In-Kind, Don Edwards 

Liberty Chevrolet, In-Kind, Danny Davis 

 

 Don Edwards 

February 2021 

mailto:raylenecarroll@me.com


Our Next Meeting  

Our February 2021 meeting 

will be held on Tuesday, 

February 2nd, at the Olive 

Tree in Villa Rica. If you 

plan on eating, please be 

there around 6pm. Our meeting will begin at 

7pm. 

 

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 
Happy Birthday to:  

Bryant Deal    2/15 

Mike Fichera    2/18 

Sandra Mills    2/28 

Ann Roberts    2/27 

GailTurner    2/17 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Ken & Gloria Reed   2/23 

 

Don’t Forget… 

November was dues renewal time!  If you have 

failed to send in your $36 we hope you attend the 

upcoming meeting and bring it with you!  

Otherwise, in a few short days you will be 

dropped from the club roster.  After this, if you 

wish to rejoin the club, you will need to fill out a 

new application and be voted on for 

membership.    

 

 

 

 

Smile…things aren’t that bad 

 

 

 

  



Why Didn’t I Think of That??? 

 

 

 

  



Vert-a-Pac: GM’s Weird Way of 

Shipping the Vega on Its Nose 
Reprinted from https://www.automobilemag.com/news/chevrolet-vega-vert-a-pac/ 

 

Ah, the Chevrolet Vega, General Motors' poorly 

built, muffler-splitting, block-warping reject that 

was supposed to challenge the imports for sales, 

but instead challenged them to a game of "Who 

can rust first?" Many people don't realize GM 

developed a lot of new technology in an ill-fated 

attempt to make the Vega competitive, and one of 

the most fascinating developments was its method 

for shipping them by rail. Meet the Vega Vert-a-

Pac. (Blue text in this article link to additional 

information.) 

 

A New Way To Get The Vega To Market 

One of the many, many, many problems plaguing General Motors in the late 1960s was the logistics of 

getting cars to dealerships. Back then as now, cars were shipped by rail, but the railcars they used (known 

as autoracks) were open-deck affairs that made the cars prone to vandalism and other damage. 

A typical 89-foot tri-level autorack could 

hold five cars per deck, for a total of 15. For 

very small cars, such as the Vega, 18 cars 

could squeeze in—but the weight of 18 

Vegas was still far less than the weight 

capacity of the railcars. Railroads generally 

charged per carload, so it was in GM's 

interest to find a way to pack as many 

vehicles as it could into each car. GM and 

Southern Pacific Railroad teamed up and 

created a solution for moving Vegas: Vert-

a-Pac. 

Vert-A-Pac Upends Logistics Logic—Literally 

The Vega Vert-a-Pack used a specially 

modified 89-foot flat car with a row of 

bottom-hinged doors on each side, each of 

which formed a ramp when opened. The new 

Vega was driven onto the ramp and bolted 

down using sockets on the frame rails. Once 

all the cars were loaded, a forklift lifted and 

closed the doors, tilting the Vegas onto their 

noses. Fifteen Vegas could be packed in, 

door-handle to door-handle on each side, for 

a total of 30 Vegas per loaded flatcar. 

 

https://www.automobilemag.com/news/chevrolet-vega-vert-a-pac/
https://www.automobilemag.com/news/oddballs-of-the-quail/
https://www.automobilemag.com/news/video-double-feature-malaise-era-shopping-and-shipping/
https://www.automobilemag.com/news/video-double-feature-malaise-era-shopping-and-shipping/


Getting the Vega Ready For Vert-A-Pac 

The cost benefits of the Vega Vert-a-Pac are apparent immediately: Spreading the per-car shipping cost 

across 30 instead of 18 cars lowered the outlay by about 40 percent. But it also posed some challenges: 

GM wanted to ship the cars in as close to ready-to-drive condition as possible in order to minimize the 

labor required at unloading. That meant the cars had to be full of fluids, including gasoline in the tank, but 

there could be no risk of those fluids spilling during transport. 

Since cars, generally speaking, aren't meant to be stood on their nose, that required some engineering 

modifications, including baffles in the oil pan to keep the oil from draining into the No. 1 cylinder, and a 

carburetor float-bowl that drained into the vapor canister. The batteries had caps on the rear edge of their 

case, and the windshield-washer fluid bottle was positioned at a 45-degree angle. When the Vega Vert-a-

Pac cars were unloaded, the crew merely had to remove the plastic spacers that protected the powertrain, 

crank the engine until the fuel bowl filled, and drive away. 

 

A Good Idea That Died With The Vega 

For all of the Chevrolet Vega's problems, the Vert-a-Pac shipping method was one of the few things that 

worked correctly. Reducing shipping costs allowed Chevrolet to lower the Vega's price, though it was still 

expensive compared to the competition, which was one of many reasons it struggled against the Ford 

Pinto and AMC Gremlin. GM employed Vert-a-Pac shipping right up until production of the Vega ended; 

Pontiac used it for its Vega clone, the Astre, as well, at least through 1976. Apparently, 1977 Astres had a 

different engine which didn't have the baffles for Vert-a-Pac shipping. 

After the Vega got the axe, GM stopped using the Vert-a-Pack shipping cars, not even for the Vega-based 

Chevrolet Monza and its associated twins. With no other automakers using the system, Southern Pacific 

removed the Vert-a-Pac units from its underlying flat cars; the racks were scrapped while the flat cars 

went to other business. 

Today, modern autoracks have enclosed sides that protect cars from debris and vandalism. And while GM 

does make cars that are as short in length as the Vega, such as the diminutive Chevrolet Trax and Buick's 

little Encore, they are taller than the Vega, and so would probably not fit roof-to-roof in a Vert-a-Pac car. 

Who knows, though—if small, low cars like the Vega ever come back into vogue, maybe the Vert-a-Pac 

railcars will as well.  

https://www.automobilemag.com/news/amc-gremlin-terrible-cars-that-werent-terrible/
https://www.automobilemag.com/news/1975-1980-oldsmobile-starfire-malaise-era-mirage/
https://www.automobilemag.com/news/2015-chevrolet-trax-review/
https://www.automobilemag.com/news/2013-buick-encore/
https://www.automobilemag.com/news/2013-buick-encore/


Golden City Cruisers Agenda – February 2, 2021 

 

 

 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Minutes of Last Meeting 

IV. Treasurers Report 

V. V/P Report 

VI. Sponsorship Report 

VII. Ailing Members Report 

 

VIII. Unfinished Business 

a. Villa Rica Mayor 

b. Membership 

 

IX. New Business 

a. Villa Rica – Cruise In’s 

 

X. Adjournment and Social Time 

 

 

(PLEASE PRINT A COPY OF THE AGENDA AND BRING IT TO THE MEETING) 

  



Golden City Cruisers Car Club 

Olive Tree Restaurant  

Villa Rica, Georgia 

January 5, 2021 

 

 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by President, Raylene Carroll, at 7 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited. 

 

There were no minutes to approve as there was no meeting in December.  Vice-President, Darrell Smith 

was absent.  

 

Don Edwards, sponsorship chairperson, reported Young’s BBQ and Wright Way Wings are due and he 

will see they are contacted. Nick Ware will contact Kell Radiator as their extension has expired.  

 

Ailing members include Paul Debick and Darrell and Karen Smith. Paul remains at Emory in Atlanta with 

various health issues and the Smiths are home battling COVID-19. 

 

Unfinished business: 

 

The Four Club picnic in November drew a small crowd probably due to continued virus concerns.  

Eight of our members provided cars for the Villa Rica Christmas parade.  

The web page has been updated by TheMillCreek.net. web design. All members’ pictures and pictures of 

their cars are represented.  If you would like something different you will need to provide Nick Ware with 

the photo. Due to extra costs there will be one email link going to Nick Ware who will decide which 

officer should handle each email.  

 

New business 

 

Billy Glover drove the Villa Rica mayor in the Christmas parade and took the opportunity to lobby him 

for continued support of our club. The club decided to invite the mayor to our February meeting to further 

our relationship. As of now there is no guarantee The Mill will allow us to hold our monthly cruise-ins so 

we are hoping the mayor will have further information on that. 

 

Cherrie Glover expressed concern about how many of our members have rejoined. A short discussion 

followed. Nick Ware suggested we call our 2020 members who have not paid current dues because they 

will be dropped from the rolls at the end of January and be required to reapply. Raylene Carroll requested 

a list of those members.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Lynn Ware 

 

 
 



GOLDEN CITY CRUISERS  

JAN. MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

2021 

 

DATE  CHECK # TRANSACTION DESCRIPTION                 PAYMENT DEPOSIT  BALANCE 

  BALANCE   3674.74 

1/7/21 3242 NICK WARE 13.16  3661.58 

1/7/21 DEPOSIT DUES 3 MEMBERS  108.00 3769.58 

1/8/21  DEPOSIT DUES- GEORGE ENGERT  36.00 3805.58 

1/14/21  3243 DON REED 30.00  3775.58 

1/27/21 DEPOSIT  DUES  216.00 3991.58 

 1/27/21  3244 LEIGH SHIRLEY INS. AGY. 266.00  3725.58 

1/27/21 3245 FULLERVILLE MISSION 50.00  3675.58 

      

  TOTAL CASH IN BANK   3675.58 

      

                                  
 
 
 
DATE 

             
 
 
 
TYPE 

 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 

 
 
 
CHARITY  
FUND 

 
 
 
GENERAL 
FUND 

 
 
 
 
DEBIT 

1/7/21 3241          CHECK VOIDED      

1/7/21 3242 NICK WARE (NAMECHEAP)     
DOMAIN NAME  

  13.16 

1/7/21 DEPOSIT BRYANT DEAL  $36.00            
DOMEL HARRIS $36.00  
CHARLES NORRIS $36.00 

 108.00  

1/8/21 DEPOSIT   DUES   GEORGE ENGERT  36.00  

1/14/21 3242  STATE OF GA. ANNUAL REGISTRATION 
PAID BY DON REED CHARGE CARD 

  30.00 

1/27//21 DEPOSIT DONALD THREADGILL $36.00 
MICHAEL FICHERA  $36.00 
MICHAEL RUSSO  $36.00 
GAIL TURNER $36.00 
DANIEL MCGHEE $36.00 
ETHAN RIDER $36.00 

 216.00  

1/27/21 3244 CLUB INSURANCE FOR 2021   266.00 

1/27/21 3245 DONATION IN MEMORY OF GAIL 
TURNER’S SISTER LYNN  ASHLEY 

  50.00 

  TOTALS  360.00 359.16 

      

  TOTAL OPERATING FUND   3675.58                      

  LESS HARDSHIP FUND   1000.00                          

  TOTAL CASH ON HAND   2675.58  



Through the generous donations of our sponsors, the Golden City Cruisers 

Car Club is able to continue our support of area charities.  Please use these 

Platinum Sponsors when you have a need! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.amybrown.biz
http://www.southwire.com
https://www.facebook.com/vrmainstreet/
http://leighshirley.com/
http://www.streetsideclassics.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Youngs-Bar-B-Q-1550468808500174/
http://www.scottevanschryslerdodgejeep.com/index.htm
https://www.aganservices.net/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Sweet-Taste-of-Summer-143411669062649/
http://www.mayfieldsbodyshop.com/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/trading-post-cafe/430548210713
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ivey-Car-Care/125135637540802
https://www.facebook.com/PhilBlairAgencyVR/
https://www.facebook.com/hart.chrome
http://www.wrightwaybbq.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mainattractionsaloncarrollton/
https://www.facebook.com/QualityCoatingSupply/
https://www.johnthornton.com/


Through the generous donations of our sponsors, the Golden City Cruisers 

Car Club is able to continue our support of area charities.  Please use these 

Gold Sponsors when you have a need! 

 

 

1/30/21 
 

 

Advance Auto Parts, Villa Rica American Pie, Carrollton 

Autozone, Carrollton Autozone, Villa Rica 

Carroll Food Mart, Villa Rica Carrollton Car Stereo, Carrollton 

Cecil Harris Insurance Agency, Carrollton Chat and Choo, Villa Rica 

J. Collins Funeral Home, Villa Rica Danny Davis Trucking, Villa Rica 

DKS Roofing Specialists, Douglasville Don Rich Ford, Villa Rica 

Great Classics 98.9, Carrollton Haney’s Drug Corner, Carrollton 

Hearn Monument, Carrollton Hyde Hauling, Dallas 

Jacky’s Landscaping Materials, C’ton Kopps Creative Carton Co., Villa Rica 

Lafitte Mop Company, Villa Rica Lake Carroll Lawn Equipment, Carrollton 

The Lazy Donkey, Carrollton Lewis Thomas Body Shop, C’ton 

Liberty Chevrolet, Villa Rica Los Cowboys, Villa Rica 

McCord’s HVAC & Refrig., Villa Rica Morgan Oil Co. Carrollton 

My Financial Services, Villa Rica O’Reilly Auto Parts – Villa Rica 

The Olive Tree, Villa Rica Pro Tech Car Wash, Villa Rica 

Shot Spot, Carrollton Smith Brothers Supply, Carrollton 

 Wal-Mart Super Store, Villa Rica 

West Georgia Diesel & Auto Repair, C’ton West Georgia Truck Accessories, Carrollton 

West Georgia Shopper, Carrollton Wing Citi Café, Carrollton 

  

  

https://shop.advanceautoparts.com/web/StoreLocatorDetailView?stAddressId=9740&storeId=10151&langId=-1&catalogId=10051
https://www.facebook.com/apiepizzeriacarrollton/
http://locations.autozone.com/ga/carrollton/901-b-s-park-st.html
http://locations.autozone.com/ga/villa-rica/658-w-bankhead-hwy.html
http://www.yellowpages.com/villa-rica-ga/mip/carroll-food-mart-496594242
http://www.yellowpages.com/carrollton-ga/mip/carrollton-car-stereo-13200137
http://www.countryfinancial.com/cecil.harris
https://www.facebook.com/chatandchoo/
http://www.jcollinsfuneralhome.com/
http://atlanta.citysearch.com/profile/2962852/villa_rica_ga/danny_davis_trucking_inc.html
http://dksroofing.com/
http://www.donrichford.com/
http://www.gradickcommunications.com/
https://haneysdrugcorner.com/
http://www.hearnmonument.com/
https://www.quicktransportsolutions.com/truckingcompany/georgia/hyde-hauling-llc-usdot-1234493.php
https://www.yellowpages.com/villa-rica-ga/mip/jackys-landscaping-materials-535777959
mailto:dave7088@bellsouth.net
http://lafittemop.com/
https://www.lakecarrolllawnandequipment.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thelazydonkeyrestaurant/
https://local.yahoo.com/info-13639989-lewis-thomas-body-shop-carrollton
https://www.libertychevroletusa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Los-Cowboys-352317344803119/
http://www.mccordhvacinc.com/
http://www.yellowpages.com/carrollton-ga/mip/morgan-oil-company-10598811
http://www.myfinancialsvcs.com/
http://locations.oreillyauto.com/ga/villa-rica/513-west-bankhead-highway.html
http://www.theolivetreerestaurants.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pro-Tech-Car-Wash/120553641346803
https://www.shotspotllc.com/
https://www.smithbrotherssupply.com/
http://www.walmart.com/storeLocator/ca_storefinder_details_short.do?sfsearch_zip=30180&rx_dest=%2Findex.gsp&rx_title=com.wm.www.apps.storelocator.page.serviceLink.title.default&sfsearch_city=&edit_object_id=2732&sfsearch_single_line_address=&sfsearch_state=
https://www.facebook.com/pages/West-Ga-Diesel-Auto-Repair/724944440867292
https://www.facebook.com/WestGeorgiaTruckAccessories/?rf=1523867507911536
http://www.westgashopper.com/
http://wingsciticafe.com/

